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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 

EXCHANGE OP NOTES BETWEEN BRAZIL AND THE UNITED STATES, 
CONCERNING THE REVOCATION OF BRAZIL'S NEUTRALITY. 1 

The Brazilian Ambassador at Washington to the Secretary 
of State 

June 4, 1917 
Mr. Secretary op State: 

The President of the Republic has just instructed me to inform 
Your Excellency's Government that he has approved the law which 
revokes Brazil's neutrality in the war between the United States of 
America and the German Empire. The Republic thus recognized the 
fact that one of the belligerents is a constituent portion of the American 
Continent and that we are bound to that belligerent by traditional 
friendship and the same sentiment in the defense of the vital interests 
of America and the accepted principles of law. 

Brazil ever was and is now free from warlike ambitions, and while it 
always refrained from showing any partiality in the European conflict, 
it could no longer stand unconcerned when the struggle involved the 
United States, actuated by no interest whatever but solely for the sake 
of international judicial order, and when Germany included us and 
the other neutral Powers in the most violent acts of war. 

While the comparative lack of reciprocity on the part of the American 
Republics divested until now the Monroe Doctrine of its true character, 
by permitting of an interpretation based on the prerogatives of their 
sovereignty, the present events which brought Brazil even now to the 
side of the United States at a critical moment in the history of the world, 
are still imparting to our foreign policy a practical shape of continental 
solidarity, a policy, however, that was also that of the former regime 
whenever any of the other sister friendly nations of the American Conti- 
nent was concerned. The Republic strictly observed our political and 
diplomatic traditions and remained true to the liberal principles in 
which the nation was nurtured. 

1 Official Bulletin, Washington, June 22, 1917. 
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Thus understanding our duty and Brazil taking the position to which 
its antecedents and the conscience of a free people pointed, whatever 
fate the morrow may have in store for us, we shall conserve the constitu- 
tion which governs us and which has not yet been surpassed in the guar- 
anties due to the rights, lives, and property of foreigners. 

In bringing the above-stated resolution to Your Excellency's knowl- 
edge, I beg you to be pleased to convey to your Government the 
sentiments of unalterable friendship of the Brazilian people and Govern- 
ment. 

I avail myself of the opportunity to reiterate to Your Excellency 
the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Domicio da Gama. 

The Acting Secretary of State of the United States to the 
Brazilian Ambassador 
Excellency: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of June 4 
by which, in pursuance of instructions from the President of Brazil,, 
you inform me of the enactment of a law revoking Brazil's declaration 
of neutrality in the war between the United States and Germany and 
request me to convey to this Government the sentiments of unalterable 
friendship of the Brazilian people and Government. 

I have received with profound gratification this notification of the 
friendly cooperation of Brazil in the efforts of the United States to assist 
in the perpetuation of the principles of free government and the preser- 
vation of the agencies for the amelioration of the sufferings and losses 
of war so slowly and toilfully built up during the emergence of mankind 
from barbarism. 

Your Government's invaluable contribution to the cause of American 
solidarity, now rendered more important than ever as a protection to 
civilization and a means of enforcing the laws of humanity, is highly 
appreciated by the United States. 

I shall be glad if you will be good enough to convey to the President, 
the Government, and the people of Brazil the thanks of this Govern- 
ment and people for their course, so consistent with the antecedents of 
your great and free nation and so important in its bearing on issues which 
are vital to the welfare of all the American Republics. 

Requesting that you will also assure your Government and people 
of most cordial reciprocation by the Government and people of the 
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United States of their assurances of friendship, always so greatly valued, 
and now happily rendered still warmer and closer by the action of Brazil, 
I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Excellency the assurances 
of my highest consideration. 

Frank L. Polk, 
Acting Secretary of State. 



DECLARATION OF WAR BY CHINA ON GERMANY AND AUSTRIA x 

The Chinese Minister at Washington to the Secretary of State 

August 14, 1917 
Sir, 

In pursuance of instructions from my Government, I have the honor 
to inform you that China having previously broken off diplomatic 
relations with Germany, after protesting in vain against the policy of 
submarine warfare adopted by the central powers of Europe, in the 
hope that Germany might change that policy out of consideration for 
the adverse opinion of the world, now the Government of the Republic, 
having been disappointed in this hope, in order to manifest proper re- 
spect for the law of nations and to protect the lives and property and its 
citizens, declares that a state of war exists with Germany and Austria- 
Hungary from 10 o'clock in the forenoon of the 14th instant, and that 
it will observe all the stipulations of the conventions signed at the Inter- 
national Peace Conferences at The Hague and other international 
agreements relating to civilized warfare. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

Vi Kyuin Wellington Koo. 
1 Official Bulletin, Washington, August 17, 1917. 



